Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

the Christian era it was extensively employed
by them in the form of weapons, ornaments and
in other ways. When Vespasian built the Col-
iseum with the labor of slaves brought: from,
Jerusalem by Titus, about A.I), 32, he used iron
ties to hold the great stones in place.

Abundance of rich ores in Spain led to that
country becoming early one of the chief sources
of iron and one of the earliest sources of steel
in Europe, There the first advances were made
in the smelting of ore by the invention of the
Catalonian forge, which was later used in every
country in Europe and even in this country*
This primitive furnace may still be found in
use in many parts of the world. The forges of
Aragon and Catalonia acquired high fame in the
production of steel, and the swords of Toledo
have never been excelled in beauty and quality.
Here, as in Asia and China, development of
efficient methods never made much progress,
and Spain is now among the inconsequential
producers of iron and steel

The Belgians were among the first European
peoples to make much progress in these indus-
tries, and they have always been relatively large
producers of iron and steel, as well as among
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